[Home environment and acute propylene glycol intoxication in a two-year old. An unusual case report].
Acute propylene glycol intoxication in a two-year-old toddler underlines the potentially serious toxicity in children of this chemical agent present as a diluent in many drugs and environmental products such as cosmetics, diapers, cleansing towels, despite a common consideration of safety and lack of toxicity. A two-years-old boy previously healthy was found in the morning by his parents in his cradle, lethargic, responsive only to sharp pain. On admission, vital signs were: temperature 38.5 degrees C, lethargy, polypnea; propylene glycol intoxication through disposable cleansing towels chewing was ascertained by anamnesis and blood urine analyses which revealed metabolic acidosis and serum propylene glycol peak. Environmental acute propylene glycol intoxication must be considered and searched for in front of a metabolic acidosis case of unknown origin in children.